
Danger level Snowpack stability
European Avalanche 

Warning Service 
(EAWS) assessment

What FreeRide 
Republic thinks

5 - Very High

The snowpack is poorly 
bonded and unstable.

Numerous very large and 
often extremely large 
natural avalanches can 
be expected, even in 
moderately steep terrain*.

Have a lie in, there’s no fi rst chair 
today - it’s doubtful the resort will 
even open. If it does, don’t be tempted 
to stray from the open pistes. If you 
really need a FreeRide fi x, wax your 
ride or watch a movie.  The best thing 
you can do today is stay home and 
recharge for the next one.

4 - High
The snowpack is poorly 
bonded on most steep 
slopes*.

Triggering is likely, even 
from low additional 
loads**, on many steep 
slopes*. In some cases, 
numerous large and 
often very large natural 
avalanches can be expected.

Be super cautious today. If you do 
decide to venture beyond the open 
runs be sure to avoid the heuristic 
traps (link) and don’t be tempted to 
take on open faces and slopes over 30 
degrees. There may be consequences. 
Ride with your TSP and be sure to 
include a snow stability test (link) in 
your risk assessment.

3 - Considerable
The snowpack is 
moderately to poorly 
bonded on many steep 
slopes*.

Triggering is possible, 
even from low additional 
loads**, particularly on the 
indicated steep slopes*. In 
certain situations some 
large, and in isolated 
cases very large natural 
avalanches are possible.

This is the tricky one. Most of your 
best days are going to be on ava 3 but 
it’s also the danger level on which 
most human-triggered slides occur. 
Know what you’re getting into, gear 
up, choose your crewmates carefully, 
and do your risk assessment. If you 
don’t like the potential consequences 
of a slide, don’t drop and trust your 
spider senses (link).

2 - Moderate
The snowpack is only 
moderately well bonded 
on some steep slopes*; 
otherwise well bonded 
in general.

Triggering is possible, 
primarily from high 
additional loads**, 
particularly on the 
indicated steep slopes*. 
Very large natural 
avalanches are unlikely.

There’s plenty of potential for FreeRide 
fun but slides are still possible, 
especially on extreme terrain. Be 
mindful of what you’re getting into 
and don’t forget your transceiver checks.

1 - Low
The snowpack is well 
bonded and stable in 
general.

Triggering is generally 
possible only from high 
additional loads** in 
isolated areas of very 
steep, extreme terrain*. 
Only small and medium 
natural avalanches 
are possible.

Go get some! But take care on steeps 
and apply safe travel techniques. Don’t 
forget that avalanches are not the 
only dangers inFreeRide terrain.
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